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Abstract

The biennial State of the Lakes Ecosystem Conference (SOLEC) was established to provide the
governments of Canada and the United States a venue to assess and report on the condition of the
Great Lakes based on accepted indicators. The information is intended to strengthen decision-making
concerning management of the Great Lakes. Indicators necessary and sufficient to assess the Great
Lakes ecosystem components were identified and introduced in 1998 for neashore and open waters,
coastal wetlands, nearshore terrestrial, land use, human health, stewardship, and “unbounded.”
Assessments based on a subset of the indicators were presented in 2000 and published in 2001. Data
supporting the indicators currently comes from existing monitoring programs of multiple agencies and
organizations, but additional monitoring will be required to fully implement the SOLEC suite. Strong
linkages exist between SOLEC indicators and those identified for the Lakewide Management Plans.



